Ways of Researching

How does the museum go about researching the stories of the people in the portraits?

This requires time-consuming research in archives. This is especially true when Nazi
persecution and extermination violently interrupted or wiped out people’s lives. The
documents we find can only reflect individual aspects of a person’s life. They do not provide
a complete biography. Gaps and contradictory information are therefore not the exception,
but the rule.

Which archive can I search?

There is no central archive that brings together all the information. It’s like a puzzle in
which you gradually piece together details from various sources: place and date of birth,
occupation, family members or places of residence, as well as the stages of the persecution
of Jews.

Where can [ start?

Here we present some key research resources. They are accessible online but serve only as
a starting point for reconstructing a life story. For Jewish individuals, the Arolsen Archives
can serve as a simple first point of access. It is the largest archive dedicated to the victims
and survivors of National Socialism. Here you will also find people who had their portraits
taken at the photo studio, including the Mittelmann family themselves. The Leipzig City
Archives and the Saxon State Archives also contain additional documents, though these can
only be viewed on-site at the archives themselves.

How do I conduct research?

Start with a person’s full name or date of birth. Also try other possible spellings, such as:
Meier, Maier, Meyer, Mayer. Sometimes names were spelled as they sounded or were
translations from Russian. You can identify other relatives using last names and places of
residence. Search various documents and archives to expand your research.

A great deal of information can be obtained from membership directories, card indexes,
registers, and lists of individuals. Initial information can be found in address books—which
are now available digitally on the Internet. Population registers and records from civil
registry offices are also important. In the German Digital Library, for example, you can
search for your family’s roots in church and civil registry records, death and emigration
registers, marriage announcements, or in court and government files.

What should you keep in mind when working with source material?

Sources are never neutral and should always be read critically. This includes considering
the context in which documents were created: Who wrote the document, for what purpose,
and when? Documents should be compared with one another, and the circumstances
surrounding their creation should be taken into account. Gaps and uncertainties must
always be identified.

Many of the surviving documents from the Nazi era are bureaucratic and dehumanizing
records created by the perpetrators. People are reduced to numbers or described through
the lens of racist and anti-Semitic prejudices. As a result, the personal perspectives of those
affected are scarcely visible.



Useful sources - overview

Generally
SAXORUM - Regional Studies of Saxony - Digital

https: //www.saxorum.de/adressbuecher

Using SAXORUM, you can view historical digital address books from Saxony to find out
where people lived at different times.

German Digital Library

https: //www.deutsche-digitale-bibliothek.de/

The German Digital Library provides access to Germany’s cultural and academic heritage.
Museums, libraries, archives and other institutions that manage cultural heritage have
made millions of ob}ects and documents available. The German Newspaper Portal is also
part of the digital offering

Search tips for family history research can be found on the website: https: //
www.deutsche-digitale-bibliothek.de /content /suchtipps-fuer-familienforschung /

Collection Database of the Leipzig Museum of City History

https: /www.stadtmuseum.leipzig.de/

https: //www.stadtgeschichtliches-museum-leipzig.de /ns-opfer/orte-entdecken/

In the museum’s own collection database, you will find numerous artefacts, photographs
and publications relating to the history of Leipzig.

The City History Museum also features an information tool on Leipzig’s victims of National
Socialism, memorial sites and Jewish personal accounts. Via the link collections, you can
also access the Stolpersteine Guide and gedenkplaetze.info.

Research on Perpetrators:

NSDAP Membership Records - Records Relating to Membership in the National Socialist
German Workers' Party (NSDAP), 1945-1994

https: //catalog.archives.gov/id /12044361

Original in the Federal Archives: https: //www.bundesarchiv.de/im-archiv-recherchieren/
archivgut-recherchieren/nach-themen /benutzung-und-auskunft-aus-der-digitalisierten-
nsdap-mitgliederkartei/#c53393

The recently digitized holdings of the Berlin Document Center comprise millions of
biographical records of the NSDAP (National Socialist German Workers’ Party), including
approximately 6.6 million cards from the local group index (Ortsgruppenkartei) and about
4.3 million cards from the central membership index (Zentralkartei), which contain key
information on individuals, their NSDAP membership entry, and their functions within the
Party.




Research on victims of nazi persecution, espeacially jews
an jewish life

Arolsen Archives

https: //collections.arolsen-archives.org /de /search

The Arolsen Archives are the largest archive dedicated to the victims and survivors of
National Socialism and have digitised and indexed millions of documents.

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum (USHMM)

https: //collections.ushmm.org /search /

The Museum’s Collections document the fate of Holocaust victims, survivors, rescuers,
liberators, and others through artifacts, documents, photos, films, books, personal stories,
and more.

Yad Vashem - International Holocaust Memorial Center

https: /www.yadvashem.org/de /collections.html

The Yad Vashem Memorial offers a wide range of digital resources, including the Central
Database of Holocaust Victims’ Names; a database on deportations during the Shoah
(Holocaust); and an online photo archive. We recommend using the site in English: here you
will also find the document archive, full-length survivor testimonies, the artefacts
collection, and the art collection database.

Mapping The Lives

https: /www.mappingthelives.org/

Mapping the Lives, a key memorial site for those persecuted in Europe between 1933 and
1945, has compiled over 950,000 entries on persecuted individuals from verifiable sources
into an interactive digital map. The entries are based, amongst other sources, on the
population, occupational and business census conducted on 17 May 1939.

Leo Baeck Institut - New York / Berlin - for the study of German-Jewish History and
Culture

https://www.lbi.org/de/collections/

The Leo Baeck Institute sees itself as the central and most significant repository of
knowledge on the history and culture of German-speaking Jews over the last five centuries.
The digital collection comprises thousands of archival records, memoirs and manuscripts,
photographs, interviews, books, as well as works of art and artefacts.

Jewish Museum Berlin
https: //objekte.jmberlin.de/ und https: //www.jewish-places.de/de

Digital collection with 54,000 objects (out of 111,000) searchable online, including 22,500
with images. The dedicated website “jewish-places” visualizes Jewish life on an interactive
map




